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The @ Beat is published monthly in the interest of the 
members of the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, 
Inc., PO Box 16521, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935. 


For membership and subscription information, see the ap- 
plication form elsewhere in this publication. 


Please send newsletter items directly to the @ Beat Editor: 
Phone: 337-5721 / FAX: 683-7360 / Email: nOjlh@qsl.net 
Permission is granted to reprint articles provided credit is 
given to both the author and this publication. Deadline for 
submission of articles or advertisements is the Monday fol- 
lowing the Board Meeting. All submissions are the opinion 
of the authors and may not necessarily reflect the opinion 
of the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association or the editor. 


Monthly advertising rates: Full page, $48; Half page, $24; 
Quarter page, $12; Business card, $6. 
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PPRAA Homebrew Night 2000 
Rick Brown, KOSU 


The January club meeting will be Homebrew Night. 
The rules for this event are as follows: 


There are two categories for entry in Homebrew Night. 
It is up to each individual entering projects to deter- 
mine in which category they belong. These categories 
are as follows: 


- Professional: You work in the field and could have 
professional experience doing the things needed to 
build your entry. 


- Amateur: You do not work in the electronics field 
and your project is truly a hobby for you. 


Members entering projects are expected to give an ex- 
planation of the project. Anything that you built is con- 
sidered a homebrew project, even if it is a kit. 

All members of the club present at the meeting will 


(Continued on page 4) 


Reminder — General Membership Meeting 
Our next General Membership Meeting will be held on the 


second Wednesday of this month at 7 PM. We will be meet- 
ing at our normal location: Mt. Calvary Lutheran Church, 


1318 N. Circle Drive, (Between Galley Rd and Palmer Park 
Blvd.) in Colorado Springs. 
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President's Soapbox 
Mike Anderson, WV7T 


Treasurer's Report 

For Period Ending 11/31/1999 
Rob Roller, N7LV 

Here we are in the new century, a time of ex- 
ploration, involvement, achievement, experi- 
mentation, and upgrading. Let your New 
Year's resolution be to upgrade your license, 
your station, your skills. If this newsletter 
reaches you, then Y2K must not have been as 
bad as expected. I wish to extend to all who 
helped New Years Eve a hearty Well Done! 
Taking time from family and activities to ded- 
icate yourselves to the very purpose that en- 
sures our existence, service to the public. I 
am still looking for instructors to give a pre- 
sentation on their favorite part of amateur ra- 
dio. We have the facilities, access to VCR/ 
TV, dry marker board, and a group of hams 
that are hungry to learn more about their 
hobby. Are there hams out there that would 
like to have other hams and potential hams 
visit their shacks? I just installed antennas to 
give me operation from 160m-2m all mode. 
I'd like to back up the presentations with pos- 
sible "field trips" to an actual ham station. I'm 


For some reason the December treasurer's report was trun- 
cated midway. I'll try recreating what was missing shortly. 
This month is the first month that we're sending out the 0- 
Beat via e-mail in PDF format. We're doing this in an effort 
to reduce costs, make the 0-Beat more convenient for 
those that prefer to read on-line, and to put off proposing a 
dues increase. Printing and postage costs have risen, but 
our dues have remained the same for a decade. If you 
want to sign up for the e-version in lieu of your hard copy, 
contact Jeff Boyes at nOjlh@qsl-net. If you need Adobe 
Acrobat Reader, I can help you out there as well. Next ad 
hoc nonprofit committee meeting will be Jan 23. Contact 
me if you are coming. The membership needs to vote on 
the prize purchases this month to get our raffle going. 
We'll have a list of items at the meeting. There are no ad- 
vertisements in this issue since the advertisers haven't re- 
newed yet. If you have any personal contacts with some- 
one that wants to advertise please havethem contact me. 
Jerry NOGCA will be doing an audit at the end of the year, 
and it will be available to the club shortly after. Also, hope 
to have a recap of the year in the semblance of an annual 


ready for the first group. There is nothing so 
woderful as to see the real thing in action. Do 
you have ideas for club programs or activi- 
ties? Then pass them along to me. Many con- 
tests in January so dust off that microphone 
and oil the shack chair. Enough for this col- 
umn, 73's and see you on the bands. 


report available on the club's web page soon. 


Upcoming Programs 
Rick Brown, KOSU 


This month - Homebrew Night 
February - Skee Hipsky - Winter Survival 
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Board Meeting Minutes 
December 13th, 1999 


Meeting called to order by Mike WV7T at the Home of Greg WA200D. 


Present: Mike WV7T, Rob N7LV, Rhoda KB2BZY, Moe WBORTF, Paula KCOAGG, Roger KBORLE. Visi- 
tors: Greg WA20O0OD, Bill KDOJU, John NOQJS. Board members absent were Rick Brown KOSU (proxy held 
by WA200D), and Jeff Boyes NOJLH. 


Mike WV7T solicited inputs from the board on how to get 0-Beat distributed earlier. He also requested ideas 
on one night educational classes as a follow-on to his CW classes. 


The board was informed of individuals who were ill or going into the hospital so sympathy/get well cards could 
be sent. There was discussion on how the board would choose the HAMMY of the year recipient of the year. 
Mike WV7T will e-mail the board with list of the 12 people who received the HAMMY in 1999 and the board 
will e-mail Mike their choice. HAMMY to be presented at January PPRAA meeting. 


Rob N7LV No decision on prizes for swapfest 2000. Awaiting raffle license to arrive to have tickets printed as 
raffle license number must be on tickets. Bill KDOJU has volunteered to print labels for attaching to swapfest 
tickets. Rob suggested a space be provided on the club membership form for ARRL renewal as the club gets $2 
for each renewal processed through the club. Rob requested the board consider approving $329 to renew the 
club liability insurance. Mike WV7T asked for a motion to approve Rob's request. Roger KBORLF made the 
motion, Moe WBORTF seconded, motion was approved. A motion was made to approve renewing the club 
mailbox lease. Roger KBORLF made the motion, Moe WBORTFE seconded, motion was approved. Ideas for the 
budget were requested and how the swapfest monies could be properly utilized such as public service activities, 
Field Day, items for classes, etc. Discussion about the how many people were interested in receiving the 0-Beat 
by e-mail. ONLY PEOPLE WHO HAVE EXPRESSED AN INTEREST would receive the e-mail version 


while all others would continue to receive the present 
printed newsletter. A couple of clubs in our newsletter 
exchange program are switching to the e-mail version. (* Don’t forgret to join the 


LUNCH BUNCH 

at The Hometown Buffet in the 
Shops at the Bluffs Mall (at Austin 
Bluffs and Academy) on January 13th 
at Noon. 


Secretary Rhoda KB2BZY will be compiling a list of 
video tapes the club has and inventory them. Mike 
WV7T asked if all the tapes could be libraried at one 
location and checked out while maintaining positive 
control. 

Paula KCOAGG. Thanked Moe WBORTF for passing mg aay Ne YONE SS WOON: 
the Hammy to her for the month of December 1999. 73 

Paula received a nice card from the club for their new en Ginger NOUOD 
family member in their home. Her grandson's name is 528-8361 

Brian Allen. 


Mike WV7T asked if the board had reviewed the board 


(Continued on page 5) 
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Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 
Committee Chairpersons/Contacts Other Organizational Liaisons 


Activity ARES Liaison Mike Stansberry KOTER 636-1290 
Auditing Jerry Allen N@GCA 264-1278 CCARC Liaison Ron Deutsch NK@P = 593-8352 
Asset Mike Stansberry K@TER 636-1290 RACES Liaison John Roberts KB@VGX 575-8400 
Historian Jody Borst KA@ROZ = 634-3995 
Interference Bill Petty NONIX 532-1439 (Continued from page 1) 


Membership Les Borst KCONC 634-3995 judge entries in each field and a vote will be taken 
Programs Rick Brown K@SU 531-9423 


Publicity to determine the winners. Judging should take into 
Public Service Mike Stansberry K@TER 636-1290 consideration craftsmanship, originality, and how 
Swapfest 2000 Bob Ryals KI@GF 265-9950 | well it works (if known). 

Technical Instr. Linda Hedges KB@RKW 520-9238 Prizes will be awarded for 1*, ia and 3” in each 
VE Testing Erik Mugele KGOXE = 596-5345 category. There will also be a prize awarded for the 
iD Bealeton HAE BOYS Mee eoieote ugliest project that is entered in Homebrew night. 


Is It Time To Renew Your ARRL Membership? 
Rob Roller, N7LV 


If you've mailed your last ARRL renewal through the club last year, you may have forgotten to send this one 
through the club also. If you haven't renewed through the club before, you can start now! 


Please send your ARRL renewal form and a check (made payable to the PPRAA) to me at the club's mailing ad- 
dress. By renewing your ARRL through the club, you are essentially making a $2 donation to the club. Here's 
how you can help: Make your check payable to the PPRAA for the amount you owe to the ARRL (current 
regular membership is $34) and mail your check (and the ARRL renewal form) to me at the club's address: PO 
Box 16521, Colorado Springs, CO 80935-6521. 


That's it! I, in turn, deposit your $34 to the club's account, write another check for $32 to the ARRL, and send 
it along with your membership application on to the ARRL to renew your membership. 


If you're not an ARRL member but want to join, you can still join through the PPRAA. You can either get an 
ARRL application at their web site (www.arrl.org) or contact me and I'll get you one. 


Helping Hams Food Drive Freezoree 2000 
Rosie Calaway, WAQMNL Marcia Becker, KCOFII 


We delivered the food items to the agency that dispense | It's time again to start planning for the Boy Scout 
the food.We collected 239 items.We were asked to tell || Freezoree at the USAF Academy February 5, 2000. If 
those who contributed a very heart felt thanks.We add__|/ you would like to volunteer to run a station for the 


ours also.It is very gratifying to see so many give a scouts or have a kersone heater available please con- 
helping hand to folks that need it.We will be accepting |/tact me at 597-9857 (home) or email 
donations at the January club meeting. squeeky @satcom.whit.org. The Scouts and Cadets 


are very anxious to have us again this year!!!! 
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Dits And Bits 


For Sale: Icom IC-2000H 50 watts 2m FM mobile, 50 
memories, alphanumeric display, receive 118-174, 
transmit 144-148, optional UT-101 DTMEF unit in- 
stalled, DTMF mic, original box, hardware and manual, 
9 out of 10 cosmetic (small scratch on top), 10 out of 
10 electric, asking $150 Bob Snyder - 

KIOQM @arrl net - 719-633-2441 


For Sale: ICOM 726 transceiver with narrow CW fil- 
ter and mike. Like New. $500. TUCKER T-3000 Digi- 
tal antenna tuner. 3K W PEP, built in balun, rotary in- 
ductor, antenna switch, and cross needle power meter. 
Like New. $300. KORI, Lou. 495-4899.. 


Wanted: CTCSS/PL encoder. Anyone have a spare 
CTCSS/PL encoder (or encode/decode) sitting around 
not being used? Like a Communications Specialists 
SS64 or TS64, or a Kenwood TU-6? Please let me 
know. Paul, wOrw @aol.com. 


For Sale: KLM 2M FM amp. 10w in, 100w out. I 
would like to trade it for a similar amp that is SSB 
compatible. Jim Romines, Office: 570-0461, Evening: 
637-0752. Email: ab5si@arrl.net 


PPRAA Worked All States (WAS) Award 
Rosie Calaway, WAQMNL 


I am pleased to announce that the Worked All States 
board is completed. I will have it on display at the 
next club meeting, then I will compile the information 
for the certificates My thanks to all who helped with 
this project. 


(Continued from page 3) 

minutes in the 0-Beat. Paula KCOAGG made a mo- 
tion to accept the November Board Minutes as 
printed, Moe WBORTE seconded, motion was 
passed. 


Mike WV7T mentioned that one of his cw students 
is a scout leader and wished to bring his troop to the 
next Field Day. Discussion led to the recommenda- 
tion to have the individual contact Dan KBOPPM. 


Mike also asked for input for items on the soon to 
be club information board to be brought to each club 
meeting. Some ideas were, an Elmer list, names and 
info on club board members, and up coming events. 
Mike and Rob will present a Certificate of Apprecia- 
tion to Irving Middle School principal Ralph Juarros 
for graciously permitting us to use their school for 
the PPRAA Christmas party. 


The January board meeting will be at the home of 
Paula KCOAGG, February's at the home of Roger 
KBORLF. 


Mike mentioned that Aki ABOIH will be moving 
back to Japan in Janurary. He and his family will be 


missed. 


One of the shortest board meetings ever attended 
ended at 7:45pm. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Rhoda Anderson, KB2BZY 
PPRAA Secretary 


Jim Suddarth, SK 


I was saddened to hear of the passing of one of our 
friends, a long-time PPRAA member, Jim Suddarth. 
Cards can be sent to Mary Suddarth, 1400 South- 
moor Drive, Fountain, CO 80817. 


Some Handy Phone Numbers 


(860) 594-0200 
(860) 594-0339 
(860) 594-0300 
(303) 360-7293 


ARRL Headquarters 
ARRL/VEC FAX 

ARRL/FCC License Status 
Colorado Ham Radio Exam Info 


Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association 
Items From The ARRL Letter - Vol. 18, No. 50 - December 24, 1999 


Kenwood Communications Corporation has asked the FCC either to declare that its "Sky Command" system 
complies with Commission rules or to waive applicable sections of the rules to make it legal. 


The "Sky Command" system, which Kenwood has been marketing for about two years, lets the user control a 
fixed HF station via a pair of dual-band transceivers. Sky Command operates in full duplex, using a 70-cm fre- 
quency to transmit audio and control commands to a dualband transceiver at the remote station and a 2-meter 
frequency to transmit received audio via the remote station's SkyCommand transceiver to the operator's 
transceiver. Sky Command's VHF link also includes a Morse code ID. 


The ARRL has declined to permit Kenwood to advertise its "Sky Command" system in QST, maintaining that 
the system is not legal to use as it's configured. The League says that Kenwood's use of a 2-meter frequency 
would cause amateurs using the system to violate Section 97.201(b), which limits auxiliary operation to certain 
frequencies above 222.15 MHz. 


The League in the past has opposed lowering the minimum frequency for auxiliary operation. The Sky Com- 
mand issue arose during the ARRL Executive Committee meeting December 4. After some discussion, the EC 
requested that Executive Vice President David Sumner, K1ZZ, prepare a paper to explain the rationale for the 
present rule and to provide a basis for future discussion on whether the restriction was still needed. 


In its petition for a declaratory ruling or waiver--filed November 4 but not released until December 15--Kenwood claims 
that the Sky Command VHF transmission link "should be viewed as merely providing third party communications" and not 
as part of an auxiliary link. 


The manufacturer says the VHF link complies with the rules because it only carries audio from the HF station 
receiver, is not involved with telecommand of the remote station, and is under the supervision of the control op- 


- Cash only for W1, W2 bureaus: The W1 and W2 QSL bureaus no longer accept stamps and/or envelopes. 
Funds sufficient to cover the mailing of anticipated cards should be sent by check or money order (or cash, at 
your own risk). Addresses of all ARRL QSL bureaus are at http://www.arrl.org/qsl/qslin.html . 


- UK to allow Amateur Radio-Internet links: The Radiocommunications Agency in the UK has announced that 
it will allow interconnection between Amateur Radio and the Internet starting in late January. The action fol- 
lowed consultation with the Radio Society of Great Britain and a number of interested individuals. David Hen- 
don, the Agency's Chief Executive, made the announcement in response to requests from the Amateur Radio 
community to be permitted to link their radio equipment through the Internet. The RA said it recognized the 
need to encourage young people to become involved in Amateur Radio as "a valuable training ground for future 
careers in radio and electronics" and expressed hopes that its decision would "open up whole new avenues into 
Amateur Radio." Connection of ham equipment to nonamateur networks in the UK will require written permis- 
sion from the Secretary of State.--RA via Ian Abel, G3ZHI 


@ Beat 
Membership Application - Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
P.O. Box 16521, Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935 
Date: [_] New Membership [_] Renewal Would you participate iil 
Name: help with: 
[_] Field Day 
Address: [_] Swapfest 
City: State: Zip: [_] RFI Committee — 
[_] Radio demonstrations 
Call: Class (circle one): N T T+ GA E [_] On-Air Nets 
: +. [_] Public Service 
AeepnOe: ema [_] Teach potential hams 
Are you an ARRL member? [_] Yes [_] No about ham radio (Elmering) 
; : : ae [_] Hospitality 
One year membership rates, starting the month you receive your first issue: [_] Public Relations 
[_] Full Member - $15.00 [_] Family Membership (same address) - $18.00 
[_] Full Member over 65 - $10.00 [_] Family Membership (both over 65) - $12.00 Your Interests 
[_] Associate Member - $12.00 [_] Newsletter only $12.00 [_] HF [_] VHF/UHF 
FM SSB 
[_] ARRL Dues Included - $34 [_] Donation to Club $ a Digital = DX 
Contests Technical 
Family Members: 5 Hardware = | 
Name: Call Class: N T T+ GAE Cl C] 
Name: Call Class: N T T+ GAE les 
Name: Call Class: N T T+ GA E 
Please Note: You must submit a completed application form along with your check to the Trea- 
surer for both new members as well as renewals. Thank you! §=PLEASE TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY! 


Renew your ARRL membership through the PPRAA: Send your ARRL renewal form and your check for your ARRL dues to the 
PPRAA. Make the check payable to the PPRAA. The PPRAA will forward your renewal form to the ARRL and pay your ARRL 
dues. The ARRL lets the PPRAA keeps $2 of your dues as a donation or commission, and we pay the balance to the ARRL for you. 
What a deal! 


License Exams VE Testing Fee 
Rises Slightly 
License examinations sponsored by the PPRAA are held at 9 AM on the 2nd Rob Roller, N7LV 


Saturday of February, April, June, August, October, and December at Denver 
Technical College, 3245 International Drive (one block E of Union at Parkside | From the ARRL VE newslet- 
Dr.) in Colorado Springs. The entrance to the rooms is marked “DTC.” ter: 


Everyone is seated on a walk-in basis. Those wishing to take an exam should * The ARRL/VEC Year 
bring the following items: $6.65 (preferably a check/money order made out to | 2000 Test Fee is $6.65 per 
ARRL/VEC) for any exam other than element 1A or 2, picture identification, a | person, per sitting (not per 
copy of your current amateur radio license, and/or a copy of any examination element). Remember that at 
credit you have, as well as the signed original, a pen, pencils, and a calculator if | ARRL VEC exams Elements 
you need one. 1A and/or 2 are presently 
free. 


If you have questions, call Erik Mugele, KG@XE at 596-5345. Please do not 
call Denver Technical College. Remember the extra 20 cents! 


QST QST QST de NOJLH: Tune In To ‘Club 58’ 
Jeff Boyes, NOJLH 


I would like to take this opportunity to invite you to check-in to ‘Club 58,’ the Pikes Peak Radio Amateur As- 
sociation’s weekly net. It happens each and every Thursday, at 7 PM, on 146.58 simplex. 


Why tune in, you say? Simple. Our net provides ‘one stop shopping.’ We always have news on club activities, 
as well as items of general ham radio interest. 


What? You always come to the club meeting? Tune in to the net. Get the latest, up-to-the-minute information, 
as well as instant access to all the Officers and Directors. Make your opinion count! 


Excuse me? You can’t make it to a club meeting? Tune in to the net. The net provides yet another forum for the 
exchange of ideas from all club members, regardless of whether or not you can make it to a meeting. Make your 
voice heard! 


Excuse me? You only have an HT? Well, don’t worry! Someone can relay information from, and to, you. 
Sometimes that happens even if we are using a high power mobile unit. Relaying is half the fun os using sim- 
plex. Besides, what better way is there to get familiar with simplex operation? Who knows, you might need it in 
the future. [Ed. Note - Hopefully, Y2K was a ‘non-event’ for us, and the repeaters stayed in operation. If not, 
could you have been better prepared to operate simplex? ] 


Keep your finger on the pulse of the PPRAA! Please join us on 146.58, Thursdays at 7 PM! 


| Pikes Peak Radio Amateur Association, Inc. 
Eeavice i fi/ P.O. Box 16521 
# Colorado Springs, Colorado 80935 
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